
COMMUNITY NEWS FOR THE GWYDIR SHIRE AND SURROUNDS THE Gwydir NEWS    FEBRUARY 2022

To receive your monthly digital copy of The Gwydir News delivered FREE to your inbox every month 
contact us at: editor@thegwydirnews.com.au or phone 0436 934 099.

1

GWYDIRNEWS

GwydirNEWS

T
H

E

THE

Community news for the Gwydir Shire and surrounds

COMMUNITY NEWS        FOR THE GWYDIR SHIRE AND SURROUNDS

T
H

E

GWYDIRNEWST
H

E

Community news for the Gwydir Shire and surrounds

Community news for the Gwydir Shire and surrounds

MARCH 2021 EDITION • WWW.THEGWYDIRNEWS.COM.AU   FREE

March 2021 Edition • www.thegwydirnews.com.au     Free

MARCH 2021 EDITION • WWW.THEGWYDIRNEWS.COM.AU  FREE

MARCH 2021 EDITION • WWW.THEGWYDIRNEWS.COM.AU   FREE

A LIFETIME OF ADVICE
February 2022 Edition • www.gwydir.nsw.gov.au

Good advice can be hard to come by but not 
if you’re ready to listen to the residents of 
Naroo Aged Care Hostel who have spent the 
past few weeks sharing their best o�erings 
on social media.

Each of Naroo’s 37 residents, aged 70 – 100 years, 
have been tasked with coming up with the best 
advice they could pass on to the younger generation.

The words of wisdom have been informative and to 
the point,  and at times a little bit cheeky, according 
to sta� member Holly Lanagan, who spoke to the 
Gwydir News regarding the project.

“One of our sta� saw a similar project at another 
facility on social media, which we thought was a 
great idea,” she said.

O�erings range from ‘Lay o� the grog’ and ‘Don’t 
drink and drive’ to ‘Choose your words carefully’ 
and ‘Always work hard’.

Sta� at the centre have been busy talking and 
collecting their information, before it is written on 
a large piece of paper and photographed with its 
resident. The images have since been shared online 
via the Gwydir Shire Council Facebook page.

The idea has been exceptionally well received both 
at the hostel and in the community, allowing friends 
and family to engage with each other, particularly 
after periods of lockdown and separation over the 
last couple of years.

Ms Lanagan says that for many residents, their family 
may live away and this has been a good way for them 
to see them and share amongst their own circles.

“Within the centre, the images have been posted on 
the community noticeboard where they are able to 
be viewed for all to see,” said Ms Lanagan.

The project has already stimulated some interesting 
conversations and with only half the advice posted 
so far there is still much more to come. The hostel 
has plans to continue with further questions and 
answers into the future.

Meanwhile, in the words of Jimmy, age 91 years, 
‘Wake up to yourselves - you have a life to live’.
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Bingara and Warialda 
Community College 

Wow, another milestone has been hit. 
Our Bingara and Warialda campuses 
are now open five days a week to allow 
us to help you in any way we can. 

Last month I provided a list of all our 
classes for Term 1. Listed below are 
those still to come. Pop into one of the 
campuses and let myself or one of the 
administration sta�, Kelsey or Melissa, 
know if you have any ideas or requests for 
Term 2 or any questions we can answer.

 - Certificate III in Business 
Administration and Individual Support 
Ageing - First Aid: HLTAID009 Provide 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation; 
HLTAID010 Provide basic emergency 
life support; and HLTAID011 Provide first 
aid, HLTAID012 Provide first aid in an 
education and care setting.

- Café Basics - 8 March
- Construction and Safety classes: 
- Chemical User - 15 March 
- Tra¢c Control – 1 March
- White Card - 21 March 
- Safely Access the Rail Corridor – 5 April
- Chainsaw – 12 April 
- Resin Making workshop - 5 March, 
(three di�erent classes)

We now have two beautiful flags at each 
campus out the front to let you know 
where we are, and we are open.

Ph 0438 546 519, 
6724 1965 or 6729 1487

Monday–Friday, 8.30am – 5:00pm 
or visit our website: 

www.communitycollegeni.nsw.edu.au/
RTO 90027

COLLEGE 
CHAT

with Jannette Tan

PREPARE FOR EXTREME WEATHER 
WITH FREE STORMTRACKER
With wild weather causing swathes of 
damage across much of NSW, Essential 
Energy is reminding homes and businesses 
about its in-demand free StormTracker tool. 

Averaging 6,000 views per day during storm 
season, StormTracker has been a valuable 
tool, helping the community prepare for 
extreme weather.

Operations Manager Northern Tablelands, 
Mark Summers, said that Essential Energy 
provides a high accuracy, easy to use online 
tool, to help customers be prepared by 
tracking storms as they approach. 

“The StormTracker tool is the most popular 
page on our website, and is a great way to 
monitor the weather, and check whether a 
storm cell is likely to impact your home 
or business.” 

“In peak storm season through summer 
2021-22, the StormTracker averaged 
185,000 views per month.” 

“Over the next few months, we’re expecting 
more frequent and extreme weather events 
that may lead to power outages. In the last 
few weeks, we’ve already seen trees, roofing 
and even trampolines being blown into 
powerlines, along with lightning strikes 
on the network,” Mark said.

“Think about how a possible power outage 
will a�ect you and your family and put 
together a plan.”

Essential Energy has shared the following 
tips to help guide customers when making 
their plans.

• Ensure you have at least 24 hours of 
drinking water for all household members. 
Even if power remains on at your home, 
electricity supply to municipal water 
supply pumps may be impacted.
• Purchase a battery powered AM/FM radio 
and change the batteries regularly so you 
can receive news and emergency broadcasts.
• Have at least one torch and ensure new 
batteries are available. 

• Test and refuel any backup petrol or diesel 
water pumps and generators, in advance. 
Generators are a good backup for items like 
fridges and freezers, and for those in your 
family who may rely on medical devices.
• Ensure that you know how to bypass 

or manually operate electric gates, electric 
locks and garage doors on your property - 
turn o� the power and practice when there’s 
no storms about.
• Ensure your electricity retailer has your 
current mobile number so we can contact 
you by SMS. 
• Know where your Neighbourhood Safer 
Place is (see https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
plan-and-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-
places).

“Always stay at least eight metres away 
from a powerline on the ground, objects 
in contact with wires, or a low hanging 
powerline. Do not touch the line or object 
in contact with it. Always assume it is live 
and report it to Essential Energy on
13 20 80 as soon as possible,” Mark said.

Essential Energy’s StormTracker can 
be found at essentialenergy.com.au/
stormtracker

“Customers can find information about 
specific areas impacted by power outages 
and current expected power restoration at 
https://www.essentialenergy.com.au/
outages or contacting us on
13 20 80,” Mark said.

KEEP IN TOUCH
@gwydirnews

Subscriptions and Enquiries:
editor@thegwydirnews.com.au

Advertising:
sales@thegwydirnews.com.au



Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

FIND OUT MORE AT  
POSITIVEENERGY.GOV.AU

Since 2005.

GOOD NEWS.  
 AUSTRALIA’S  
 ALREADY REDUCED 
EMISSIONS  
BY 20%



00 THE Gwydir NEWS    FEBRUARY 2022 COMMUNITY NEWS FOR THE GWYDIR SHIRE AND SURROUNDS

Gwydir NEWS

4

WARIALDA CITIZENS RECOGNISED ON AUSTRALIA DAY 

Winners were grinners at the Warialda 
Australia Day celebrations on January 26. 
Taking out top honours on the day were 
David Conway (Citizen of the Year), Ben 
Perry (Young Citizen of the Year), Fay 
Cains (Special Citizen of the Year) and 
Warialda Rugby League Reunion (Event of 
the Year).

Following breakfast, Mayor John Coulton 
welcomed the public and Ambassador Mr 
John Harper to the ceremony. Mr Harper, 
founder of Mate Helping Mate, addressed 
the audience, sharing his experience in 
mental wellbeing awareness, before award 
receivers were presented with their awards.

An active member of the Warialda 
community for more than 40 years, 
David Conway is a life member of the 
Warialda Pastoral and Agricultural 
Association and one of a very e�ective team 
that organise the town’s annual show. He 
has also served two terms as president and 
has been a member of the Showground 
Trust since 1987. 

He has been Kurrajong Rural Fire Brigade 
Captain since 1990, chairman of the local 
Health Advisory Committee since 1990, 
and is a life member of the Warialda 
Rugby League Football Club.

David has been involved in most community 
events over an extended period of time and 
often fulfills the role as ground announcer 
or Master of Ceremonies. He has a passion 
for all things Warialda, with his latest project 
being the organising of a display of local 
rocks to highlight the area’s diverse geology.

In his role as Warialda High School Captain 
and as a Youth Leader in the Gwydir Youth 

Council, Ben Perry has been an inspiring role 
model for youth. 

Using his skills in technology, Ben designed a 
course for senior citizens in using technology 
and also encouraged and mentored junior 
students to pursue technology and STEM 
courses and activities.

He actively contributed to the development 
of Youth leadership with Gwydir Shire 
Council, which resulted in the development 
of the Warialda Youth Hub.

Ben has shown that you can pursue your 
dreams while living locally and contribute 
to your community by volunteering and 
has always encouraged others to do likewise.

Recognised as Warialda Special Citizen of 
the Year, Fay Cains is an active community 
member who has a passion for interpreting 
and sharing Warialda and district history. 
Fay is a Warialda Tourist information Centre 
volunteer, a Carinda House Committee 
member, a member of the Warialda 
Hospital Auxiliary and a member of the 
Warialda Historical Society.

She has written or co-written Cunningham’s 
Tracks and 175 Years of Policing in Warialda 
and has contributed to the publication and 
reprints of Warialda Passing Glimpses.

Fay was instrumental in the establishment of 
Ezzy’s Crossing as a camping area, signage 
for the route taken by Alan Cunningham 
in 1827 and the enlargement of historical 
photographs to display around town.

Held on the weekend of 16-17 April, the 
Warialda Rugby League Reunion celebrated 
100 years of Rugby League and gave Rugby 
League players from the 1960s to the present 
a chance to gather and reminisce about the 

contribution the sport has made to the town 
of Warialda. 

With a focus on the premiership sides from 
1961, 1980, 1991 and 2001, a crowd of 500 
people, including many Rugby League 
greats, attended Friday evening at the 
Recreation Ground for an exhibition game. 
This was followed by a screening of the 1961 
grand-final, the naming of the Warialda Team 
of the Century and the Local Players’ Team 
of the Century.

Congratulations to the organising committee 
of David Conway, Clarissa Barwick, Robbie 
and June Griese, David Jurd, Robert Cross, 
Johnny Phillips, Les Cleal, Lachy Hall and 
Craig Gilkison.

The evening saw Warialda Apex cooking a 
barbeque at the Warialda Blue Tree before 
Ambassador Harper unveiled a mental health 
plaque, where it will remain permanently.

Warialda Citizen of the Year, David Conway Warialda Young Citizen of the Year, Ben PerryWarialda Special Citizen of the Year, Fay Cains

The Warialda Blue Tree had it’s o�cial plaque unveiling 
after the town’s Australia Day ceremony
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Eligible groups and organisations in New 
England are invited to contact the o�ce 
of Barnaby Joyce MP to discuss potential 
projects for nomination for an Australian 
Government grant to plant trees in honour 
of the legacy of Her Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth II and her 70 years of service 
to Australia and the Commonwealth.

During this time, The Queen has visited 
Australia on 16 occasions, and on many of 
these visits has planted trees at community 
events and ceremonies—leaving a long-
lasting reminder of the special occasion for 
the people in those communities. In fact, 
The Queen is said to have planted 1500 trees 
throughout Her reign. 

The Planting Trees for The Queen’s Jubilee 
Program is one of a range of national and 
community events planned by the Australian 
Government to celebrate.

Deputy Prime Minister and Member for 
New England, Barnaby Joyce, welcomed 
the opportunity for local community groups 
to play a part in the celebrations.

Grants from $2,500 to $20,000 will be 
available, with each federal electorate eligible 
to receive up to $100,000 for up to 10 projects.

Suitable projects must include formal 
commemorative events in 2022 to mark 
the Jubilee, plantings of regionally 
appropriate tree species, and installation of 
commemorative signage or plaques.

For more information and for how to get 
involved visit: https://business.gov.au/ptqj

PLANTING TREES FOR 
THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE

There is a popular Chinese proverb that says 
‘The best time to plant a tree was 20 years 
ago. The second-best time is now’. Gwydir 
Shire Council are heeding these wise words 
and making the most of the wetter than 
usual summer, planting hundreds of trees 
with the aim of future proofing its towns 
and villages for years to come. 

Golden Ash, Chinese Pistachio and 
Tristaniopis Laurina, or Water Gum as they 
are more commonly known, are among 
the three hundred trees of varying species 
which have recently been planted in parks, 
median strips, and central road reservations 
throughout the Gwydir Shire. The trees of 
both deciduous and exotic species have 
been carefully selected to withstand frosts 
and long periods of drought, helping to 
beautify the streets and provide shade in 
the warmer months. 

Gwydir Shire Council’s Town Utilities and Plant 
Manager, Mr Andrew Cooper said the tree 
planting initiative will deliver huge benefits for 
residents and visitors and have been planted 

to help combat the e�ects of drought.

“The trees will create shade and help to 
cool roads around homes and public spaces 
where we gather together as a community. 
They will also help to improve the visual 
appeal of our urban streets, making a 
significant contribution to the character 
of our neighbourhoods.”

The drought conditions which were 
experienced throughout much of New 
South Wales and Queensland over the 
last few years had devastating e�ects on 
the Gwydir farming community, as well as 
residents who endured water restrictions 
and long periods of high temperatures. In 
response, Council implemented a number of 
initiatives to help the community, including 
carting potable water to those in need, 
and the introduction of a ‘Heat and Dry’ 
scheme which saw local swimming pool fees 
waived for residents and rate payers when 
temperatures rose over 36 degrees.

Following on, Council has been looking at 
ways to mitigate the e�ects of drought and 
lessen the consequences for residents. Trees 
are well known to provide an evaporative 
cooling e�ect that can decrease local air 
temperatures by several degrees and can 
increase water retention and topsoil erosion. 
As such, Council has identified the planting of 
trees as a key priority in its Climate Change 
Adaption Plan and will be significantly 
increasing tree planting over the next few 
years as funding becomes available. 

It’s easy being green: Gwydir Shire 
future proofing its towns with trees
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Bingara celebrates Australia Day with worthy winners

Bingara Citizen of the Year, Gail Phillpott, with family Bingara Volunteer of the Year, Tony Miller, with family 

The obligatory Australia Day barbeque kicked o� celebrations in 
Bingara on 26 January with Bingara Lions generously catering for 
the occasion with some of the biggest numbers attending in more 
recent years. 

Attendees heard from o¢cial guest, Greg Kachel, who shared his 
story and o�ered inspiration on getting involved and remaining 
involved in the local community.

Mr Kachel remained on hand to present the 2022 award nominees 
and recipients with their awards at the ceremony which was MCed 
by Linda McDouall.

Taking out top honours for 2022 was Mrs Gail Phillpott, who was 
recognized for her commitment to the local community and her 
tireless work in the town’s library services. 

Her dedication and commitment to the residents of the Shire aged  
5 - 105 years was highlighted as exemplary and well above and 
beyond the expectations of her position. 

Gail has spent the past two years of changing COVID-19 conditions 
adjusting services to ensure all in the community are catered to 
and cared for.

Reading her citation, Jenny Mead said of Gail, “There are some 
people in life who clock into their job at 9 o’clock, perform their 
required duties as prescribed, clock o� at 5.00 pm on the dot - 
there is nothing wrong with that.”

“Then there are those who take their role to the next level, putting 
their heart and soul into what they do, innovating and making 
changes for the betterment of their endeavours. Miss Gail is one 
of those people.”

Volunteer of the Year, Tony Miller, has been part of Bingara tennis 
since he was 17 years old. Having retired to Bingara permanently, 
he has continued to work tirelessly with wife Jan and other 
members of the Bingara Tennis Committee to ensure the town’s 
courts are ready for play. 

Mr Miller’s passion for the town’s Long Weekend Open Tennis 
Tournament, an event that has run for 86 years, was evident 
as he spoke upon receiving his award.

Bingara Op Shop volunteers and Bingara Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
Support Group also spoke, as nominees in the category, of the value 
of contributing to the community to which they serve and the value 
of giving.

Young Citizen of the Year, Will Johnson, and fellow nominee, 
Karys Smith, were quick to praise and congratulate each other.

Will is the first to acknowledge that he is a product of the Bingara 
community and has proven himself as most willing to contribute 
his time, contributing to both Bingara Central School and the wider 
community.

Will has fulfilled major leadership roles at Bingara Central School for 
many years. This strong leadership results in a strong school which 
is also a huge benefit to our small town and culminated in him being 
elected School Captain in 2021.

Community sport has benefitted from Will’s participation at all 
levels. He has played a key role in Bingara Minor League as a player, 
coach, referee and since 2020, has been a committee member of 
the Club.

In addition, Will has played and been a committee member of 
Bingara Oz Tag, participated in the Willoughby Exchange program, 
volunteered at the Bingara Show and engaged in promoting the 
town and district as a spokesperson in several television interviews.

As Jen read the nominees for the Event of the Year, it was clear for 
all to see just how many people it takes to make the town work. A 
line of volunteers stretched from one side of the Roxy Theatre to the 
other as they lined up to accept their nominations. 

In the end it was the 2021 Grazing on the Gwydir which took out 
the award, with co-ordinators Lenore Kennedy and Ti�any Galvin 
present to collect the certificate and gift of a locally grown tree. 
Early in 2021, Bingara Business Support Group were fortunate to 
have the opportunity to create a main street event, with funding 
sourced through the NSW Government as part of the Summer 
Activations Fund. 

Working swiftly to provide a safe event during a window of 

.....continued next page
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Bingara Young Citizen of the Year, 
Will Johnson

Lenore Kennedy and Ti� any Galvin 
represented Grazing on Gwydir as the 

winning Bingara Event of the Year

opportunity through COVID-19, Grazing on the Gwydir was an 
opportunity to showcase local and regional food outlets, live 
entertainment, and local businesses. 

Highlighting community teamwork, many organisations came 
together to bring the event to life including Gwydir Shire Council, 
Bingara Lions Club, local business houses plus Bingara and District 
Vision 2020.

The successful event boosted the morale of the wider community 
and was a great example of a local community working together 
for the community.

After accepting the award, Lennore spoke of future plans in which 
they hope to host an exciting and expanded event in 2023.

Clare Mead will be representing the 
Warialda Show Society at the 2022 
Zone 4 Sydney Royal Ag Shows NSW 
Rural Young Woman Competition. 

Held on Saturday February 19 at Wee Waa 
Showgrounds, the competition has recently 
undergone a name change and was formally 
known as The Land Sydney Showgirl 
Competition. 

The competition still holds it traditional 
values and provides an opportunity for 
young woman to represent their local 
community, show society and gain skills to 
better equip them for the professional world. 

Contestants are judged on general 
knowledge, current a� airs, community and 
show involvement and their understanding 
of rural matters. 

Clare was selected as the Warialda Showgirl, 
prior to the name change at last year’s Show. 

Every year, Clare comes back to Warialda 
to assist with the day-to-day operations of 
running the Show, whether it be working 
in the barbeque area or assisting in the 
secretary’s o¢  ce. 

Warialda Rural Young Woman Coordinator, 
Courtney Loosemore, says that Clare is 
always busy and always willing to go the 
extra mile. 

“Best of luck to Clare, you have represented 
your community with pride. Well done.” 

The winner will progress to the State fi nal to 
be held at this year’s Royal Easter Show.

Any young lady thinking about entering 
in the competition at this year’s Warialda 
Show please contact Rural Young Woman 
Coordinators Nicole Simmons on
0427 846 866 or Courtney Loosemore 
on 0478 208 944.

Clare Mead representing at 
Zone 4 Showgirl competition

Current Warialda Showgirl, Clare Mead, will represent 
Warialda at the Zone 4 competition to be 

held in Wee Waa this month
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The Gwydir community is being invited to ‘Join the Conversation’ 
and have their say on the future of the Shire, as Council kicks o� 
the review of its Community Strategic Plan.

The Community Strategic Plan is Council’s ten-year plan which 
outlines the long-term vision and goals of the community. 

The creation of the Community Strategic Plan was led by the Mayor and 
Councillors through engagement and consultation with the community.

It also directs both short-term projects and a longer-term program 
of works to be delivered by Council by serving as a roadmap to 
prioritise intiatives, goals and projects.

Council is reviewing its 2017-2027 Community Strategic Plan to 
ensure the communities vision captured in the plan is as relevant 
today, as it was five years ago when the document was first endorsed.  

Mayor John Coulton said as the plan spans a 10-year period, it is 
important that the document remains relevant to the community and 
identifies the community’s main priorities and aspirations for the future.

“By joining the conversation community members can have their 
say on the types of services, projects and initiatives Council delivers.”

“It is  the community’s chance to shape our community by letting 
Council know what is important to them and highlight any 
local opportunities,” he said.

Council is inviting the community to take part in the community 
engagement process by completing the 2022 community survey. 

The survey, which only takes approximately 10 minutes to complete, 
aims to gather information about quality of life in the Shire, the 
importance of various facilities and services and opportunities 
for their improvement, and satisfaction of Council’s performance 
and level of communication.

Community members can take part in the survey by scanning the 
QR code in this issue of the Gwydir News or by visiting the Gwydir 
Shire Council website at www.gwydir.nsw.gov.au and searching 
‘Join the Conversation’. 

Alternatively, many local businesses will also have the QR code 
displayed in their shops, allowing community members to complete 
the survey while waiting at the hairdressers or doctors, or enjoying 
a cup of co�ee.

Submissions of general ideas or comments about the Shire can 
also be made online via the ‘Make a Suggestion’ form on the 
Council website.

“The Community Strategic Plan becomes our road map for both 
short-term projects and a longer-term program of works to be 
delivered across our Local Government Area, so we can’t stress 
enough how important it is that community members take part 
in this survey.”

Anyone without internet access or who requires assistance to 
complete the survey is welcome to attend Warialda or Bingara 
libraries for assistance.

The survey is currently live and will be available to complete until 
the end of February. 

Get ready to join the 
Conversation

8

Following from the Local Government elections, each of the nine 
Councillors for the Gwydir Shire, were sworn in at the first Council 
meeting of the year, held on January 11.

Councillor John Coulton was elected as Mayor after being 
nominated for the position by fellow Councillors Ti�any Galvin and 
Catherine Egan.

Following the declaration, Cr John Coulton thanked his fellow 
Councillors for their continuing confidence in his ability to perform 
the role and expressed his deep belief that holding the position of 
Mayor is a genuine privilege that he doesn’t take for granted.

“I work with a fine group of Councillors who make up a great team,” 
said Cr Coulton, who continued to welcome the newly elected 
Councillors to the team.

Deputy Mayor, Catherine Egan, accepted her nomination for the 
position by Cr Galvin and Cr J Coulton and also thanked her fellow 
Councillors for their continuing confidence.

Mayor John Coulton and Deputy Mayor Catherine Egan were 
re-elected in their positions by fellow Councillors and will 
continue in these roles until the next election.

Councillors sworn in 
and Mayor elected
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Authorised by Adam Marshall MP, Member for Northern Tablelands. Funded using parliamentary entitlements. adammarshallmpadammarshallmp

Adam Marshall MP
your Member for Northern Tablelands

Minister for Agriculture and Western NSW

Proud to be your 
representative in NSW

Armidale office: Suite 1, 175 Rusden Street, Armidale NSW 2350

Phone: 02 6772 5552

Moree office: Suites 2-6, 161 Balo Street, Moree NSW 2400

Phone: 02 6752 5002

Mail: PO Box 77, Armidale NSW 2350 Email: northerntablelands@parliament.nsw.gov.au Web: www.adammarshall.com.au
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As of 1 February, Gwydir Shire Council’s 
customer service o�  ce was relocated 
to the Warialda Visitor Information 
Centre building under stage one of a 
process to ensure fi ve day per week 
Service NSW service delivery.

The new address on the corner of Geddes 
and Holden Streets will allow for an e¢  cient 
use of sta�  resources and, in time, make 
it possible to increase the provisions of 
Service NSW from three days to fi ve days 
per week. The additional days of service 
are likely to occur early in the year.

O� -street parking and the new location 
will provide an e¢  cient service centre; 
with Council, Service NSW and visitor 
information all under the one roof for 
general enquiries and payments.

Stage two of the process will see Bingara’s 

Service NSW o� ering also increase to fi ve 
days per week later in 2022.

New sta�  member, Dale Clegg, was 
welcomed by Gwydir Shire Council to the 
team late last year in the role of Service 
NSW Administration O¢  cer. Dale will 
be working four days per week in both 
the Bingara and Warialda Service NSW 
agencies and is ready to assist with all 
vehicle registration, licensing, working 
with children checks and more. 

Dale has recently moved to the Shire and 
enjoys push bike riding, kayaking and 
fi x-up projects. Most of Dale’s career has 
been spent with the NSW Police Force as 
a fi ngerprint expert which has taken him 
all over Australia and also internationally. 

Service NSW opening hours at Warialda are 
currently: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

9:00am – 4:00pm (12:30pm - 1:30pm closed 
for lunch) and in Bingara are currently 
Monday and Thursday, 9:00am – 4:00pm 
(1:00pm – 2:00pm closed for lunch).

Council’s Hope Street o¢  ces will remain 
open for appointments with relevant 
Council sta�  as required.

Payment of rates and water can now be 
made at the Warialda VIC, online at 
www.gwydir.nsw.gov.au, over the phone 
on 6724 2000, at Australia Post or via BPAY.

Service NSW sta�  members Kelly Skelton and Dale 
Clegg  at the Warialda Visitor Information Centre

Warialda Service Centre moves 
to increase service provisions



THE Gwydir NEWS    FEBRUARY 2022 COMMUNITY NEWS FOR THE GWYDIR SHIRE AND SURROUNDS

Gwydir NEWS

Top: Another stage of Gwydir Shire Council’s Big River Dreaming project has been 
completed, with Northern Tablelands MP, Adam Marshall, left, and Council project 

co-ordinator, Jamie Wilson, right, inspecting one of four new rest stops at culturally 
signifi cant and picturesque locations around Bingara
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ANOTHER stage of Gwydir Shire Council’s Big River Dreaming 
Project has been completed, with Northern Tablelands MP, Adam 
Marshall today inspecting one of four new rest stops at culturally 
signifi cant and picturesque locations around Bingara.

The Big River Dreaming project was announced in 2018 and seeks 
to promote Bingara’s position on the Gwydir River by linking the 
town’s waterfront, recreational facilities, pool and Aboriginal
 heritage into one accessible tourism destination.

Mr Marshall said clean, functioning and accessible rest stops will play a 
big role in encouraging travellers to stop and take a break in Bingara.

“I spend more than half my year in the car and on long road trips.
 I take note of the towns which have quality public amenities and make 
a point of planning my rest breaks around these,” Mr Marshall said.

“Bingara is now defi nitely on that list with fantastic new facilities 
dotted around Bingara and built to service the needs of various 
types of travellers.

“Using funds from both the State and Commonwealth Governments, 
Council has improved several rest stops and picnic areas on 
Delungra Road and Whitlow Road, between Bingara and the Myall 
Creek Memorial.

“The Delungra Road intersection rest stop includes a toilet and 
shade structure with picnic tables, while the Sheep Station Creek 
Road intersection now boasts a large bitumen parking area, walking 

trail down to the creek and two shade structures with picnic tables.

“There are now two picnic areas on Whitlow Road which have tables 
and accessible parking.

“Finally, thanks to this project, the truck stop area north of Bingara 
now has a new toilet which will service truckies cruising the 
Fossickers Way at night.

“The Big River Dreaming project is grand in scope but piece by piece it is 
coming together and successfully attracting new visitor dollars to town.” 

The rest stop project was funded using $185,000 from Restart NSW 
and $200,000 from Council.

Mr Marshall added work is continuing on a major bike trail which will 
connect each of the new rest stops.

“Along with targeting grey nomads, Gwydir Shire Council is 
also trying to tap into the increasingly popular cycle tourism 
market,” he said.

“Currently, bike trails are being built which will utilise the rest stop, 
picnic areas and connect to the Myall Creek Memorial.

“This project will further strengthen the tourism sector by attracting 
younger travellers and families, and provide the local community 
with an additional recreational option in their own back yard.” 

Other components of the Big River Dreaming project include a 
pontoon on the Gwydir River at Bingara, footpaths linking attractions 
and recreational facilities around town and interpretive signage. 

BIG RIVER DREAMING PROJECT DELIVERS 
REST STOPS FOR RURAL TRAVELLERS



00COMMUNITY NEWS FOR THE GWYDIR SHIRE AND SURROUNDS THE Gwydir NEWS    FEBRUARY 2022

Gwydir NEWS

National cattle herd rebuild to continue in 2022
Meat and Livestock Australia have this 
month indicated that the national herd is 
forecast to grow by 1.1 million in 2022 as 
herd rebuild becomes more pronounced.

Slaughter numbers are forecast to rise by 
11% in 2022, driven by increased supply.

Production volumes are expected to reach 
2.08m tonnes, a positive for export markets.

With above average rainfall predicted across 
New South Wales and parts of Queensland, 
the national cattle herd rebuild is set to 
continue, according to Meat & Livestock 
Australia’s (MLA) fi rst Cattle Industry 
Projections update for 2022.

The national herd is projected to grow by 
1.1 million - or 4% - to 27.2 million head as 
the rebuild becomes more pronounced. In 
addition, slaughter numbers are forecast to 
rise by 11% in 2022, driven by increased supply.

MLA’s Market Information Manager, 
Stephen Bignell, said that the ongoing 
rebuild is positive for the red meat and 
livestock industry, however the pace of the 
rebuild will vary across di� erent states, 
underpinned by a third year of favourable 
seasonal conditions for southern Australia.

“Herds in the southern states of New South 
Wales and Victoria will mature favourably, 
with large numbers of high-quality young 
breeding females and heifers joined to 
deliver a large cohort of calves for the 2022 
spring. Females will be well nourished 
from abundant and good quality pastures 
promoting favourable growing conditions,” 
Mr Bignell said.

“While the southern states are accelerating 
their rebuilds, success in the north will be 
ongoing, albeit at a slower pace.”

“While Queensland’s rebuild has been aided 
by excellent spring and summer rainfall 
events in central and southern parts of the 
state, the northern pastoral system requires 
a positive end to the 2022 wet season before 
its rebuild can defi nitively begin in 2023.”

The northern systems rebuild is currently 
reliant upon successive favourable wet 
seasons occurring in 2022 and 2023 
to deliver the core breeding herd an 
opportunity to increase joining percentages 
and branding rates.

Increased supply will see slaughter numbers 

increase by 11% in 2022, with production 
volumes expected to reach 2.08 million 
tonnes, a positive sign for export markets 
according to Mr Bignell.

“Following a challenging 2021 for export 
markets, Australian beef will enter a 
signifi cant high-value export market when 
the Australia-UK Free Trade Agreement 
comes into e� ect later this year.”

“As many countries continue to recover 
from the pandemic, demand for Australian 
beef is expected to grow in line with 
improving supply of cattle from the second 
half of 2022.

“However, headwinds remain for the 
industry in 2022 with transportation, 

sta�  shortages and the potential for the 
Australian dollar to appreciate all challenges 
for industry to manage.”

“While these challenges remain, the beef 
industry is experiencing market conditions 
and confi dence never seen before at a 
producer level. Overall, the industry is in an 
incredibly positive position and will continue 
to deliver high value, high quality Australian 
red meat to both emerging and established 
global markets.”

To view a full copy of MLA’s February 2022 
Beef Projections visit https://www.mla.com.
au/globalassets/mla-corporate/docs/mla_
australian-cattle-industry-projections-
february-2022.pdf

11
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THE preservation of Bingara’s grand old 
dame, the Roxy Theatre, will take centre 
stage in Gwydir Shire Council’s program of 
works this year after Northern Tablelands MP 
Adam Marshall today announced an $110,000 
State Government grant for signifi cant 
restoration works on the iconic building. 

Mr Marshall said the almost 90-year-old 
theatre is a rare surviving example of an 
inter-war art deco cinema and every 
e� ort needs to be taken to protect its 
structural integrity.

 “The Roxy Theatre is one of a handful of 
cinemas of its era that is still intact and 
operating as a working space for 
community entertainment,” Mr Marshall said.

“Since the Roxy was given state-signifi cant 
heritage status in 2017,  it has been 
recognised that lots of work is required 
inside and out 
to ensure the building remains safe, 
functional and in its original state.”

“Next year, Gwydir Shire Council will 
develop a Conservation Management Plan 
for the building which will identify issues 
with the building and guide future works, 
use, and management of the culturally 
signifi cant structure.”

“This grant will kick-start immediate and 
obvious renovation works including 
painting the facade and awning and 
installing LED lighting.”

“Repairs will also be undertaken to the 
internal hallway which has experienced 
damage caused by ground movement 
during the prolonged drought.”

“The Roxy Theatre and Peter’s Greek Café 
is an important link to the story of Greek 
migration and settlement in country NSW 
in the fi rst half of the 20th Century. “

“That history can’t be lost to time and I am 
pleased the community is putting in such an 
e� ort to keep the Roxy’s doors open 
and ensure the show going on.”  

Gwydir Shire Council General Manager, 
Max Eastcott said the preservation of the 
Roxy Theatre was key to continuing tourism 
development in the area.

“With its distinctive street presence, 

luxurious interior detailing and intact shops, 
the theatre and adjoining café, the Roxy is 
a rare gem,” Mr Eastcott said.

“The Roxy Theatre is one of the most 
diverse buildings in the Shire utilised as a 
town hall, theatre, cinema, function, and 
conference centre for the township of 
Bingara and surrounds.” 

“With the future in mind, an extension to 
the side of the theatre behind the cafe has 
been made to accommodate the commercial 
kitchen and to allow the facility to also be 
used for a variety of educational purposes in 

hospitality, event management and tourism.”

“Heritage consultation for developing the 
Conservation Management Plan is scheduled 
to commence in January 2022, with the urgent 
work to begin in February 2022 in conjunction 
with the installation of a new Council.” 

 “Shire sta�  and local contractors are 
prioritised to compliment the guidelines of 
a heritage consultant.”

 “On behalf of the community, Council is 
very appreciative of the State Government’s 
support to get these works started.” 

$110,000 RENOVATION SET TO PRESERVE 
BINGARA’S ICONIC ROXY THEATRE

$110,000 State Government grant puts the preservation of Bingara’s grand old dame the Roxy Theatre centre stage in 
Gwydir Shire Council’s program of works in 2022 with Northern Tablelands MP Adam Marshall, left, Vice-President North 

West Theatre Company Lee Loudon, Bingara Central School Principal Brooke Wall 
and Roxy Theatre General Manager Nic Hutton
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The Warialda bypass remains on track with the missing link cleared 
and levelled and there is now a continuous link from one end of 
the route to the other for construction tra�  c.

“This marks a signifi cant milestone (in the construction) and sees us 
much closer to a completed bypass and the fi rst road trains navigate 

from the northern parts of the Gwydir Shire and onto the Gwydir 
Highway,” said Gwydir Shire Engineering Manager, Alex Eddy.

Wet weather before Christmas means that there is some residual 
moisture in the subgrade. As a result, graders are working to rip and 
work material, giving it an opportunity to get the moisture content 
back to optimal levels. Recent fi ne weather has allowed sta�  to make 
good progress.

“A road is only as good as the foundation it is built upon, so particular 
attention is paid to the fi nal layers of this cut-fi ll project,” said Mr Eddy. 

“Loaders and excavators are working in concert with a bulldozer to 
stockpile natural gravels. In total there is over 10,00 cubic metres 
of material that will be removed from site. Fortunately, much of the 
material is sandstone, which means it will be able to be repurposed in 
other construction projects.”

Elsewhere on the project, undesirable materials including anything 
with too much clay content and vegetation is being used as material 
for a noise attenuation barrier. 

Mr Eddy says that the design of the route is such that the use of 
exhaust brakes should not be required, however the barriers in 
construction, and those already in place, will provide an added 
degree of isolation from the Warialda township.

‘KINDNESS IS A GOOD INVESTMENT’ 

We are living in uncertain times where our 
current environment can have a signifi cant 
impact on our mental wellbeing. Being kind 
and looking after each other during these 
challenging times is really important.

In the supermarket this week there was 
a typically fi t and capable man struggling to 
reach for the milk, I turned to him and said 
‘Excuse me, can I help you with that?’  Such 
a simple act, but he turned to me with such 
relief saying ‘Would you mind, you see I 
have just had surgery’. 

The relief on his face was plain to see. All 
it took was a few minutes of my time to 
notice his struggle and help him through 
the supermarket and to his car, but the 
benefi t of this interaction left both of us 

feeling better. That’s the thing with acts of 
kindness, we get just as much for the giving 
as the person receiving.

 As well as making people feel good, 
kindness has been proven to be good for 
our physical and mental health. As a result 
acts of kindness are not only good for 
others, as well as the greater community 
but they provide us with many benefi ts.

 Being kind or helping someone can:

•  reduce your stress levels
•  boost your mood and relationships
•  increase your life satisfaction
•  encourage others to do the same
•  brighten someone’s day
•  make us more compassionate towards       
   others.
 Ways you can incorporate random acts of 
kindness into your daily life:

•  prepare an unexpected meal for a loved one
•  make a phone call to someone you care  
   about or haven’t talked to in a while 
•  help a stranger 
•  give someone fl owers
•  take the time to listen to someone
•  o� er to run errands for someone who  
    needs help
•  hold the door open for someone
•  pay for the next persons co� ee 

•  show yourself some kindness

Who to talk to when you or someone you 
know needs help?

If you or someone else is in immediate 
danger, call 000 or go to your nearest 
hospital emergency department.

•  General practitioners (GPs) for advice,    
    treatment, Mental Health Treatment Plan 
    or referral.
•  Specialised mental health clinicians  
    and services, such as psychologists,  
    social workers, mental health nurses or  
    psychiatrists (can be referred by a GP).
•  Telephone support services.

NSW Mental Health Line 1800 011 511

Kids Helpline 1800 551 800 

Suicide Call Back Service 1300 659 467 

Beyond Blue Support Service 1300 224 636

Lifeline 13 11 14

MensLine 1300 78 99 78

Rural Adversity Mental Health Program 
(RAMHP) - contact me, your local RAMHP 
Coordinator, on 0477 343 628 or email 
Letitia.Cross@health.nsw.gov.au  or head 
to the RAMHP website for information and 
helpful resources – www.ramhp.com.au

degree of isolation from the Warialda township.

RURAL ADVERSITY MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM

with Letitia Cross
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Magazines available at 
your local library

At its peak the Bingara Fire Brigade had over 15 on-call firefighters 
on its books’, today that number has dwindled to just two. 

Countless attempts by NSW Fire and Rescue to attract new recruits 
have been unsuccessful and for the past few years the station has 
been manned with firefighters from neighbouring towns to keep 
the station running, a costly and unsustainable exercise which 
puts the future of the station in jeopardy. 

Superintendent Tom Cooper, Zone Commander for the New England 
and North West region, is hoping their latest attempt to attract new 
firefighters will be more fruitful and will be spending a week in Bingara 
in mid-February, door knocking and hosting a recruitment drive. 

“Fire and Rescue NSW employs around 3300 highly-trained 
professional, on-call firefighters throughout NSW to respond to 
emergencies in their local community. Right now, we’re desperately 
seeking for firefighters in the Bingara area.”

“All our firefighters use specialised vehicles and equipment to prevent 
and reduce the risk of fire and potential loss of life and property and 
provide a high standard of response to fire and emergency situations. 
They also work closely with the local community to increase fire 
safety awareness and promote fire prevention.”

As part of the recruitment activities Superintendent Cooper will be 

holding an information night and free BBQ which will coincide with 
the Bingara Oztag competition held at the Gwydir Oval on Thursday 
17 February from 6:00pm. 

Superintendent Cooper is encouraging anyone interested in 
becoming an on-call firefighter to attend the night and says 
the rewards of being a firefighter are immense. 

“As a retained firefighter not only are you paid for your service, 
but you can also access fantastic training opportunities in an 
environment that fosters mateship and teamwork, all while helping 
protect your community.”

While Fire and Rescue NSW are looking for men and women 
of diverse ages and backgrounds, there are some essential 
requirements. Those applying must hold a current NSW driver’s 
licence, be an Australian or New Zealand citizen or a permanent 
resident of Australia, live or work within a reasonable distance from 
their local fire station and on occasion, have daytime availability 
to respond to emergencies.

“Our firefighters enjoy being part of a team and working with the 
community and other emergency services. So, if this sounds like 
you, please get in touch with us today,” said Superintendant Cooper.

If you are interested in becoming a firefighter but are unable to 
attend the information night, please contact Superintendent Tom 
Cooper on 0400 440 100 or visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au/on-call for 
more information. 

Desperately seeking firefighters
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Gwydir libraries at both Warialda and Bingara have subscriptions 
to an assortment of magazines ready for you to borrow. The 
selection at each branch varies slightly, with a good variety 
of interests covered to suit all.

The range of titles at Warialda includes: Gardening Australia, 
Australian Country, Australian Diabetic, National Geographics Kids, 
Ebellish and Total Girl.

Bingara o�ers titles such as Backyard, RM Williams Outback 
Magazine, Prevention, Wellbeing and Inspired Living, Taste, 
Backyard and Outdoor Living, Better Homes and Gardens, Nourish, 
Teen Breath, Gardening Australia and Caravan World.

Call in to cool o� at your local library and have a browse. All titles 
are available to borrow.
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The temperature was hot on the day, and so were prices as 
approximately 200 registered bidders turned out for the first 
clearing sale of the year for Crump Stock and Station Agency on 
January 29. Interest came from as far away as Adelaide, Charleville 
and everywhere in between.

Plenty of interest was shown in the weeks leading up, and on the day, 
for the 1945 Ford Army Jeep, with nine active phone bidders and 
numerous bidders on the ground. This interest saw the Jeep knocked 
down for a whopping $45,000, and purchased by a gentleman in 
Aberdeen, who commented that the piece now completes his car 
collection set.

A Warwick Hydraulic Crush also attracted a lot of attention from near 
and far, but was ultimately sold to a local bidder, with the hammer 
going down on it for $32,000.

The clearing sale was for one of Bingara’s well-known families, the 
Mack family, following their successful sale of Araluen Aggregation 
by Damien Crump of Crump Stock & Station Agency.  

“Prices at clearing sales is something you can never predict. Just when 
you think you can pick something up for a bargain, another bidder 
comes in and completely overhauls it,” Damien said.  

“Saturday’s sale certainly goes to show that with the right marketing 
strategy and the right audience, country clearing sales are still as 
strong as they ever were”.

Volunteers from Bingara’s Westpac Rescue Helicopter catered for the 
event and kept the crowd hydrated throughout the day. The branch 
raises funds to help keep the emergency service in the air, providing 
aeromedical services for the people of Northern NSW, including search, 
rescue and inter-hospital transfers. 

“On behalf of Crump Stock & Station Agency, we would like to 
congratulate the Mack family on their sale of the properties and their 
successful clearing sale. We are grateful to the Mack family for listing 
their properties with our locally owned and operated agency, and 
pleased to see it sell to a lovely family.  We also take this opportunity 
to welcome the new purchasers to the Gwydir Shire – it really is the 
best place in the world to live,” Damien said.

$45,000 Jeep completes the collection for winning bidder

Above: Winning bidder, Mr Ian Morgan, with  his family after acquiring 
the Jeep that completes his collection

A project aimed at raising funds will see 
Bingara Historical Society on the hunt for 
all collections great and small.

The former Salvation Army building next 
door to the existing Museum has been 
acquired to form the Bingara Museum 
Complex and the Society hopes to see 
it refurbished to house the Bingara War 
memorabilia collection. 

Bingara Collections: Visual treasures, is a 
proposed co�ee table - style book to be 
printed, showcasing the diverse and unusual 
collections of the people of Bingara and 
surrounding areas.

The book will attempt to reflect the diverse 
range of people who have chosen Bingara as 
their home.

“Our purpose is to discover and share 
the treasures they may have collected, so 
that others can enjoy and appreciate their 
interesting and unusual collections,” said 
Bingara Historical Society member Lynne 
Clarke. “Owners are welcome to remain 
anonymous, we would just like them to share 
their collections.”

All collections will be considered and Ms 
Clarke says ‘the quirkier the better’. 

“Current contributions include glassware, 
elephants, silver buckles and clocks. 
Actually, collections can be anything really, 

with a group of succulents proving that 
contributions need not be historical, and can 
indeed be full of life.

It is proposed that books will be available for 
purchase towards the end of the year with 
all money raised from the sale of the books 
will be used to assist the Historical Society 
preserve and display the history of Bingara 
and its people.

“Please contact us if you would like to have 
your collection photographed (by Chris 
Purchase) and be included in the book,” said 
Ms Clarke. 

Contact Lynne Clarke on 6724 1538 to leave
a message. Work is intended to begin on the 
project in February.

CALLING ALL COLLECTIONS
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MOSQUITO WARNING 
FOR FOR HUMANS AND 
HORSES
NSW Health is urging people to take 
extra precautions to protect themselves 
against mosquito bites and acquiring a 
mosquito-borne disease.

Dr David Durrheim, public health physician 
for Hunter New England Health, said that 
the Kunjin virus has been detected in 
horses in a range of locations in Southern 
and Northern NSW, including the Hunter 
Valley, indicating that Kunjin may be 
circulating in mosquitoes and this virus
has potential to cause human infection.

West Nile virus is a mosquito-borne virus 
which can a� ect horses, people and other 
animals. Only mosquitoes can spread the 
disease. 

Kunjin and Murray Valley encephalitis virus 
infection are two rare but serious infections 
of the brain which can cause symptoms 
such as severe headache, neck sti� ness, 
sensitivity to bright lights, drowsiness, 
confusion and possible seizures (fi ts).

Simple actions to avoid mosquito bites 
include: covering up as much as possible, 
using e� ective insect repellant, using 
insecticide sprays, covering windows 
and doors, and removing water-holding 
containers outside the house.

Fact sheets on specifi c mosquito-
borne diseases, including Murray Valley 
encephalitis and Kunjin virus, are available 
at: www.health.nsw.gov.au/environment/
pests/vector/Pages/factsheets.aspx

In horses, the early stages of disease may 
be mistaken for colic. Initially they may 
appear depressed and reluctant to move 
but these signs are soon followed by 
neurological signs.  

Horse owners are encouraged to take 
extra precautions to reduce exposure to 
mosquitoes through rugging, insecticides 
and restricting grazing times when 
mosquitoes are most active. 

West Nile virus is a notifi able disease in 
NSW. If you suspect a horse is showing 
signs of the disease, call the Emergency 
Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888. 

More information on West Nile Virus can be 
found on the DPI website at http://www.dpi.
nsw.gov.au/.../health-and.../west-nile-virus

The Country Women’s Association is about 
to celebrate 100 years of service to country 
women, families and communities. With 13 
branches across the state celebrating their 
centenary, Bingara joins Moree as the only 
two branches to reach the occasion in the 
Gwydir Group.

An enormous weekend of celebration has 
been planned for the weekend of March 
12-13 with members of the public invited 
to get involved. 

It is expected that visitors will travel from 
across NSW and Australia to attend, with 
dignitaries including current CWA State 
President, Stephanie Stanhope, and past 
State Presidents Annette Turner and 
Jenny Mitchell.

Members past and present, alongside 
families and friends, will join the special 
guests coming to Bingara to join and honour 
the occasion, with local community members 
invited to attend the formalities to be held at 
Keera Station.

The Living Classroom, Bingara, will have 
historical displays of Bingara for viewing 
from 10:00am to 3:30pm Saturday 12 March, 
with a plaque unveiling to follow at 3:00pm 
in CWA Park.

On Sunday 13 March, there is a full day 
of festivity planned at Keera Station, 
with preparations in full swing. The local 
CWA extends their invitation to attend 
this occasion which will include a non-

denominational church service, o¢  cial 
proceedings, including a plaque unveiling, as 
well as morning tea and lunch. 

RSVPs are respectfully requested for catering 
purposes. Please contact Mrs Mary Shephard 
on 0488 048 284. 

Gwydir Branch member, Margaret Foster, 
says they are particularly excited to be 
hosting such a special occasion.

The fi rst branch of CWA was formed in 
Bingara due to the foresight of one woman, 
Mrs Grace Emily Munro M.B.E.

Mrs Munro became the fi rst President 
and went on to form what the Country 
Women’s Association is today, an 
organisation that would work alongside 
country women, assisting them through 
the hardships and isolation they faced for 
themselves and their families.

Through the decades this wonderful, 
dedicated group of women have continued 
to grow and serve communities across 
the country.

CWA members from across the country will 
be joining in celebrating the many milestones 
CWA has achieved.

“Mrs Grace Emily Munro M.B.E, her voice 
and passion for CWA has carried members 
forward throughout the decades striving for 
better conditions for women, families and 
communities across our great country,” said 
Gwydir Group Publicity O¢  cer, Iris Barry.

100 Year milestone to be 
celebrated in Bingara

16
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The Barraba Show is set to return early next month with a jam-packed schedule ready 
with something for everyone.

2022 will feature the Xtreme Broncs on Friday from 6:00pm and see the return of the rodeo 
on Saturday night after a hiatus last year.

This year’s pavillion special feature is ‘sunshine’, which is sure to brighten things up after 
the last two years of uncertainty and live music on Friday and Saturday nights will keep the 
crowds entertained. A special display of vintage cars will line the front of the grandstand 
and a Veterans and Young Guns shearing display will go ahead at 11:00am and 3:00pm on 
Saturday and Sunday.

Barraba Show Campdraft will also be running this year, commencing Thursday 3rd March 
with a daylight start.

· H o r s e E v e n t s ( S a t a n d S u n ) · W o o d c h o p ( S u n )
· J u n i o r & O p e n 6 B a r j u m p s p e c t a c u l a r S a t u r d a y

a f t e r n o o n · F a r m e r c h a l l e n g e S u n d a y m o r n i n g
· X t r e m e B r o n c s F r i d a y n i g h t f r o m 6 p m · O p e n R o d e o

S a t u r d a y n i g h t f r o m 6 p m
· L i v e m u s i c F r i d a y & S a t u r d a y n i g h t s 9 p m

- 1 2 m i d n i g h t · C a m p d r a f t ( T h u r s – S u n )
· Y a r d D o g T r i a l s ( S a t & S u n ) · Y o u n g j u d g e s c a t t l e

j u d g i n g F r i d a y 3 . 3 0 p m · F a r m e r c h a l l e n g e ( S u n )
· C a t t l e , s h e e p , w o o l , h o r s e s ,

p o u l t r y a n d p a v i l i o n c o m p e t i t i o n s
· M i n i a n d J u n i o r S h o w w o m a n / m a n j u d g i n g a n d

O f f i c i a l o p e n i n g a t 4 p m ( S a t )
P A V I L I O N S P E C I A L F E A T U R E T H I S Y E A R – S u n s h i n e

SPECIAL DISPLAY - Display of veteran & classic cars in front of the
grand stand. Veterans & Young Guns shearing display

11am & 3pm Saturday

Lots of entertainment:
· A n i m a l N u r s e r y ( S a t ) · E b ’ s f a c e p a i n t i n g ( S a t &
S u n ) · L e t e r B u c k P r o S e r v i c e s M i n i K i d s B o u n c y

R o d e o S h o w s ( S a t & S u n ) · C h i l d r e n ’ s P e t S h o w
( S u n ) · S i d e s h o w a l l e y & f o o d v a n s

· B a r r a b a B a n d

Bar (please no BYO), luncheon pavilion & BBQ will be operating
Full program and Schedule: www.barrabashow.com.au

More information: Contact Secretary Carmen Bennett (0447 222 347,
or barrabapah@hotmail.com or visit our Facebook page

barraba show111
th

A Family Friendly Show

4, 5, 6 MARCH

BARRABA SHOW SET FOR A BIG WEEKEND

Three members of the 2021 Gwydir Youth 
Council are scheduled to attend the 
Goulburn Youth Council Conference from 
18-20 February.

“This conference is the perfect opportunity 
for the attendees to network with like-
minded young leaders from across the 
state,” said Gwydir Youth Services O¢  cer, 
Chloe Taylor.

“It will give our attendees the chance 
to connect, share, unpack and develop 
innovative solutions to current issues and 
to unlock their capacity to come together 
through community and is a wonderful 
opportunity for the Youth Council members 
to be a part of.”

Gwydir Youth Council will be represented 
by Ben Perry, Emily-Kate Rattray and 
Sarah Dennis for the three-day event. 
The conference had been set to go ahead 
in 2021, however, unfortunately, due to 
COVID-19, was postponed until this month.

YOUTH CONFERENCE TO 
GO AHEAD

17
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THE SHOW MUST GO ON: OLIVER TWIST SET TO BRING A 
SMILE TO YOUR FACE AND SOME JOY TO YOUR HEART
After a disappointing postponement in August 2021 due to COVID 
lockdown, the North West Theatre Company is bringing back the 
production of Oliver Twist in March 2022. 

March 19, 20, 26 and 27 provide four shows for you to choose 
from at the Roxy in Bingara for the play ‘Oliver Twist’, the latest 
production from the North West Theatre Company.

Charles’ Dickens classic tale about the misery and awakening of the 
orphan boy Oliver Twist, reveals early 19th Century London at its 
grubbiest. Life is cheap, and orphan boys and girls are cruelly kept 
at Workhouses where they are expected to work hard for nothing 
more than crude lodgings and horrible food. 

Oliver Twist (Ruby Miller), having swallowed the last of his meagre 
bowl of gruel is egged on by his fellow workhouse paupers. He 
summons the courage to shirtfront Mr. Bumble (Amber Hall), the 
Beadle of the Workhouse, and ask for ‘more’. 

“MORE???” cries Bumble, as he and the equally ominous matron 
Widow Corney (Linda McDouall), loom threateningly over Oliver. 
What happens next to Oliver is an amazing romp through London. 
Will the Undertakers, Mr Sourbury (Lee Loudon) and Mrs Sourbury 
(Tanya Heaton) give him love and a�ection?

Alone and hungry on the cold hard streets, Oliver comes across 
a peculiar young man, Jack Dawkins (Lachie McIntosh) who takes 
him through the back passages and laneways of London to meet 
the remarkable Fagin (Bill McIntosh). Oliver becomes part of Fagin’s 
Gang, and he also meets the lovely Nancy (Bella McIntosh) and 
soon after that, the notorious thug Bill Sykes (Kai Stamer).

The play’s Director, Rick Hutton wrote this adaptation of ‘Oliver Twist’. 

“I wanted to make this play fast paced and funny,” said Rick. “It is 
usual to portray Oliver as a poor su�ering child, but in our show, 
Oliver is feisty, brave and loyal,” Rick explained. 

“You can see the quality of our players and our crew by comparing 
the lovely face of Ruby Miller transformed into the character Oliver 
Twist by our make-up artist Emma Jewell, costumer Susan Hutton 
and photographer Amber Hall in these two photographs.” Rick 
Hutton added.

The cast of twenty players represent all age groups, and many are 
enjoying their first experience on the stage. Expect to see the usual 
quality production from the NWTC at the Roxy and please use your 
NSW Government ‘Discovery Vouchers’ to purchase your tickets. 

For this and more information about ‘Oliver Twist’, contact Jen at 
the Bingara Visitor Information Centre on 6724 0066 to purchase or 
for those who have rolled over previously purchased tickets from the 
COVID-19 a�ected 2021 dates, contact Jen to have your new tickets 

emailed to you or printed 
to collect from the Visitor 
Information – temporarily 
located in The Old 
Courthouse Art Gallery at 
the corner of Maitland Street 
and Finch Street, Bingara. March - Sat: 19 & 26 @ 7.30 pm; Sun: 20 & 27 @ 1.30 pm

www.trybooking.com/BUKMQ

Top: The cast of Oliver are preparing 
to entertain with their performances 

in March
Left: Ruby Miller before make-up

Far Left: Ruby Miller  as Oliver, 
thanks to the magic of make-up and 

photography
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CreativiTEA
CHAT CREATE CONNECT

Image: Detail of work by Lizzie Horne

Arts North West’s Project O�  cer, Michèle Jedlicka is very excited 
the organisation’s free CreativiTEA workshops for women are 
fi nally fi xed on the calendar. 

“We had to postpone the launch twice in 2021, but it means we’ve 
brought it forward, and we’re feeling positive this time that it’s 
happening,” Michèle said. 

Arts North West is bringing their four free CreativiTEA workshops 
to women in and around the towns of Tingha, Torrington, Drake 
and Yetman from 28 February-3 March. The workshops will provide 
women a day of introductory printmaking with Armidale artist 
Lizzie Horne, with no experience necessary. Each session will also 
have familiar faces from the Rural Adversity Mental Health Program 
(RAMHP) and HealthWISE.

“This is about being in a room where anything is possible, with 
other people who have come along to enjoy the day and a side of 
themselves that they may not get to experience too often,” Lizzie said.

“When people are engaged in art-making, they’re not thinking 
about anything else. It’s a fantastic respite from everyday worries. 
Everyone has something creative inside them. It doesn’t matter what 
it looks like - the thrill that people experience when they see what 
they can create is always electric.”

ANW Executive Director, Caroline Downer agreed the creative 
process can be cathartic.

“Participants can communicate ideas and feelings that may be 
hard to put into works, such as anger, stress, and other personal 
experiences such as hardships on the land, our shared day-to-day 
life as women, or living through COVID-19,” Caroline said. 

The days will be repeated over four seasons through 2023, 
giving continuity and something to build upon for participants. 
Program partner RAMHP will have a team’s professional at every 
workshop, giving participants a link to continuous mental health 

support and resources if they choose. RAMHP professionals will 
attend every workshop.

The workshops are free, with morning tea, lunch and all supplies 
provided. For more information and registration, go to 
http://www.artsnw.com.au/creativitea-2022.

The CreativiTEA project is supported by funding from the 
Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal through The Yulgilbar 
Foundation Fund.

IF THERE A TIME WOMEN NEED TO COME 
TOGETHER AND TALK OVER A CUPPA AND 
A CREATIVE ACTIVITY, THIS IS IT

Armidale artist, Lizzie Horne, will provide an introduction to print making

Three members of the 2021 Gwydir Youth Council are scheduled to attend the Goulburn Youth Council Conference from 18-20 February.

“This conference is the perfect opportunity for the attendees to network with like-minded young leaders from across the state,” said Gwydir 
Youth Services O¢  cer, Chloe Taylor.

“It will give our attendees the chance to connect, share, unpack and develop innovative solutions to current issues and to unlock your capacity 
to come together through community and is a wonderful opportunity for the Youth Council members to be a part of.”

Gwydir Youth Council will be represented by Ben Perry, Emily-Kate Rattray and Sarah Dennis for the three-day event. The conference had been 
set to go ahead in 2021, however, unfortunately, due to COVID, was postponed until this month.
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NWTC 

NWTC Film Club Presents

Sunday Feb 27th  

4pm

The Roxy Theatre

NWTC Film Club

Presents

North West Theatre 
Company Film Club
MOVIE OF THE MONTH

Universities of the Third Age, or U3As as they are more often 
called, are voluntary, non-profit organisations which aim to o�er 
older people low-cost educational opportunities in a pleasant, 
supportive social setting. 

There are no formal entry requirements, no examinations and 
no awards. U3As are simply groups built on the premise that, 
collectively, older people have the skills and knowledge to provide 
learning and social opportunities for themselves.

Most U3As o�er a program of daytime weekly classes, arranged on 
a term or semester basis with a wide range of subjects generally 
o�ered, depending on interests of members and availability of 
suitable group leaders and tutors.

Bingara U3A was established in 2018 and at the moment, has over 
40 members. Every week it o�ers two exercise classes and each term 
it o�ers a couple of events per month, having just published its list of 
activities for the first term of 2022.

“We have some interesting and fun events for the start of this year, 
but firstly thanks to all of you who attended U3A activities in Bingara 
last year,” said President, Linda McDouall.

Rod King presented the group’s first event on February 16 when 
he continued his popular sessions on Bingara’s history. Rod will also 
present a second session in March.

Other courses will include a general introduction to Powers of 
Attorney and Guardianship, presented by an Armidale lawyer. 

“It is most important that people of our age plan for the time when 
we are less able to look after ourselves. This will be a good opportunity 
to learn about this important topic at no cost,” said Linda.

Armchair Travel will be held at the end of February at the Living 
Classroom. Ros and Paul Moulton travelled to Switzerland (well 
before COVID-19) for the birth of their first grandchild and they will 
share some of their travels with members. 

“Armchair Travel has become a regular event every term,” said Linda.

“It has been very popular with Bingara U3A members and indeed 
U3As around Australia. We have been to some very interesting 
places in our armchairs including Mongolia, Japan and Iceland, and 
we usually have a drink and nibbles afterwards.” 

Two other interesting events will take place in the months following 
with a trip planned in March to Copeton Dam to look at the actual 
workings of the dam. 

At The Living Classroom in April, an astronomer from Armidale will 
be back for another stargazing session. The group is hoping it will 
surely be much warmer that the last one. 

Finally, just before Easter there will be an Easter treats cooking 
session at the Roxy Trade Training Kitchen. 

Regular weekly classes will continue, with pilates every Saturday 
morning and Balance and Bones every Monday.

Bingara U3A asks that if you are interested in attending any of these 
activities or want more information, please email bingarau3a@gmail.
com. Membership is just $20 per year, with forms available from the 
Bingara Visitor Information Centre. 

Term 1 with Bingara U3A

This month’s Film Club movie of the month is the epic 
story of Ghandi. A true tale of the lawyer, nationalist and 
ethicist, Mahatma Ghandi, who led the campaign for Indian 
independence against Britain’s rule with a pinch of salt and 
became the inspiration across the globe for non-violent 
resistance, civil rights, and freedom. 

From acclaimed director Richard Attenborough, with a budget of 
$22 million, the film stars the glorious Ben Kingsley as Mahatma 
Gandhi.

Ther North West Theatre Company Film Club o�ers a yearly 
membership of just $60 per person. This membership entitles 
you to view all 11 films for annually and represents excellent value 
for money.

Payment can be made in advance by contacting Ros Moulton on 
0412 081 642, or by cash at the Bingara Visitor Information Centre.

It is requested that you attend early if paying for your membership 
at the door to ensure the film can start on time.
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Liz Hickson: 
Paving the way for 
equality for women
Today we take equality of opportunity for 
women for granted, however for one local 
Warialda lady every gain was hard fought 
for. Liz Hickson was a larger than life 
personality who eventually became 
one of the English Daily Mirror’s star 
reporters who made her mark on fleet 
Street.

Liz Hickson was born in 1928.  Her father 
was a wool buyer who lived in the Royal 
Hotel when she enrolled at Warialda Public 
School. It would appear that she was a good 
scholar as she impressed one of her teachers 
so much so, that during the Christmas 
holidays, he rode his bicycle from Warialda 

to North Sydney Girls High School, to apply 
for a scholarship for her.

After leaving North Sydney Girls High 
Liz enrolled in an Arts Degree at Sydney 
University. Upon leaving university she 
gained a cadetship with the Sydney 
Morning Herald. 

While on an assignment, writing about 
migrants being flown out of Europe at the end 
of World War II, she talked her way onto a 
flight returning to Rome. With only 24 pounds 
she borrowed she made her way to London.

In England Liz got a job with a Liverpool 
paper and then decided to move to Fleet 
Street to work with the biggest paper of its 
time in the world, the Daily Mirror. 

She became one of the ‘Mirrors’ star 
reporters when she caught a rescue tug for 
a ship disabled in heavy seas. She climbed 
a rope ladder so she could interview the 

captain of the ‘Flying Enterprise’.

Liz Hickson went on to cover riots in Paris, 
earthquakes in Greece and a failed revolution 
in Hungry to mention a few.

 In the 1960s, Liz married Maurice Wiltshire 
who was a script writer for the ‘Goon Show’ 
and ‘Army Game’. Liz and Maurice had two 
children; Patrick and Rowan.

According to Murray Sayle, who wrote 
Liz Hickson’s obituary in 1999, Liz loved 
Australia, was always an enjoyable person 
to be near. 

She loved a drink, her family 
and her work. In one of her visits to London 
in later life she said, “There are really a lot of 
interesting people here and I’ve interviewed 
them all – twice”.

History proves that just one break in life can 
make a huge di�erence, if the person getting 
the break takes advantage of it.

21



00 THE Gwydir NEWS    FEBRUARY 2022 COMMUNITY NEWS FOR THE GWYDIR SHIRE AND SURROUNDS

Gwydir   EDUCATION

22

The Country Education Foundation of Gwydir continues to serve 
as a community based not-for-profit organisation that exists to 
provide assistance to local students who go on to further study 
after leaving school.  

Students from regional areas often face hardships when undertaking 
further education as this generally involves moving away from home, 
and CEF Gwydir can assist students with costs involved in relocating, 
purchase of textbooks, tools, work equipment, fuel, transport, 
laptops and other expenses incurred to facilitate their study.

The donation of $2,000 from the Bingara Op Shop will be allocated 
to students from Bingara who are undertaking further studies and 
meet the criteria for assistance.

The CEF Gwydir received nine applications for funding in 2022 and this 
donation will go a long way towards assisting some of those students.

The Country Education Foundation is a community-based 
organisation with local branches all run by committed volunteers 
that have a passion for seeing rural and regional youth succeed. The 
organisation receives no governement funding. 

The organisation partners with tertiary institutions, as well as 
corporate and philanthropic organisations across the country to 
provide additional funding and support to CEF local grant and 
scholarship recipients.

COUNTRY EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
RECEIVES GENEROUS BOOST

As school holidays come to an end, Commonwealth Bank and 
Schools Plus are calling for students, parents, and communities 
to nominate teachers or school leaders who have been an 
inspiration through challenging times, as part of the 2022 
Commonwealth Bank Teaching Awards. 

Acknowledging the continuous COVID-19 related disruption to 
education, this year’s Awards will showcase teachers and educators 
who have made a transformative impact in their students’ lives and 
demonstrated resilience to unique teaching challenges. 

Now in its sixth consecutive year, the Awards will recognise more 
teachers than ever before, with a new category for Early Career 
Teachers added to the existing 12 Teaching Awards for outstanding 
established educators. 

Twelve educators will win a prestigious Teaching Award valued 
at $45,000 that goes towards professional development and a 
strategic school project, and the privilege to join a unique group 
of education change-makers.

In addition, up to 10 Early Career Teachers will receive a prize 
valued at $10,000 for professional development and a unique 
mentoring program. The new Early Career category aims to 
encourage and support teachers in the first five years of their 
profession who have the commitment, potential and passion to 
forge a successful teaching career.

Nathan Barker, Head of Community Investment at Commonwealth 
Bank, says this year’s Awards will help to acknowledge a new 
cohort of ‘pandemic heroes’.

“The last couple of years have been challenging for many, but 
especially for Australia’s teachers who have emerged as real-
life heroes on the frontline of this evolving pandemic. Ongoing 
school disruption and various lockdowns across the nation have 
highlighted the valuable role that teachers have in our society 
and this year’s Commonwealth Bank Teaching Awards will 
celebrate these incredible educators.

“We’re committed to improving the lives of students and are 
proud to be working in partnership with Schools Plus to achieve 
this by elevating teachers to help children reach their full potential,” 
said Mr Barker.

Together, Commonwealth Bank and Schools Plus have maintained 
a shared vision that ensures their support for education goes to 
where it’s needed most to provide the greatest impact. Since the 
beginning of their partnership, 60 Teaching Awards winners have 
joined the Teaching Fellows group, which is industry-known for 
making a real di�erence to students and setting the standard for 
excellent education practice across the sector. 

Applications and nominations for the Awards are open now and 
until 27 March 2022. Eligible teachers may either be nominated 
by someone or apply personally. For more information or to 
nominate an educator for the 2022 Commonwealth Bank Teaching 
Awards, visit www.teachingawards.com.au.

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN FOR 
THE 2022 COMMONWEALTH 
BANK TEACHING AWARDS

8:30AM to 12:30PM
Uniting Church grounds

Cunningham Street
(just up from IGA

Bingara Community Op Shop

Books, toys, puzzles, games, clothes,
bags, shoes, furniture, electrical,
linen, crockery, bric a brac,
artworks and more

BE COVID SAFE - Signing in and masks mandatory

All bargain basement prices!!!!

SATURDAY 5 MARCH



Join the

Conversation

Now is your chance to have an input into the
future of Gwydir Shire. Together we can all do
our part to create a vibrant and sustainable

future for our community.

Scan the QR code or head to www.gwydir.nsw.gov.au
to complete the online survey.

Invites you to
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR RURAL STUDENTS

Students from the Parkes electorate could 
be eligible for a scholarship worth up to 
$18,000 to undertake tertiary education in 
2022, with the latest round of the Rural and 
Regional Enterprise Scholarships (RRES) 
program now open.

These scholarships are a fantastic 
opportunity for students from regional and 
remote communities to access financial 
support to complete further study, 
whether it be a Certificate IV or a PhD level 
qualification.

I encourage all students from the Parkes 
electorate to check their eligibility and 
apply for an RRES scholarship. For more 
information, visit https://www.qtac.edu.au/
rres-program.

GRANTS OPEN FOR SOIL CARBON 
MEASUREMENT PROJECTS

A key to unlocking the untapped potential 
of storing carbon in our soils is to bring 
down the cost of soil carbon measurement. 
The Coalition Government recognises this 
and is o�ering grants of between 
$100,000 and $20 million for projects to 
lower the cost of measuring carbon stored 
in soil.

I encourage eligible innovators and farmers 
in the Parkes electorate to apply for these 
grants, which support proof of concept, 
validation or early stage commercialisation 
activities relating to the development of 

lower-cost, accurate technological solutions 
for soil carbon measurement.

Applications are open for four weeks, 
with a further round to be released in 
mid-2022. More information is available 
at https://business.gov.au/grants-
and-programs/national-soil-carbon-
innovation-challenge-development-and-
demonstration

NEW VETERAN WELLBEING GRANTS

The Australian Government is investing 
$27 million to help fund bigger, better and 
more innovative programs to support the 
wellbeing of current and former Australian 
Defence Force personnel and their families.

The new Veteran Wellbeing Grants program 
will help find and develop new ways to bring 
veterans together, improve their mental 
and physical health, and make the di¢cult 
transition from military to civilian life easier.

If you’re a community group or organisation 
with a good idea for improving veteran 
wellbeing, I encourage you to apply for 
this program so we can provide even more 
support for the men and women who have 
served this nation.

Applications will open next month. 
More information will be released on the 
Community Grants Hub website when 
applications open. 

FLOOD RECOVERY GRANTS FOR SMALL 
BUSINESSES

Our small businesses and not-for-profits 
were not immune to the impacts of storms 
and flooding that a�ected communities 
across the Parkes electorate at the end of 
last year, so I’m pleased they will now be 
able to apply for grants of up to $50,000 
to help them recover.

The grants, jointly funded by the 
Commonwealth and New South Wales 
governments under the Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements (DRFA), can 
help pay for the costs of clean-up and 
reinstatement of operations for small 
businesses or not-for-profit organisations 
that su�ered direct physical damage as a 
result of the storms and floods in 
November and December 2021.

The grants are available in the local 
government areas of Bogan, Bourke, 
Brewarrina, Broken Hill, Cobar, Coonamble, 
Dubbo, Gilgandra, Gunnedah, Gwydir, 
Lachlan, Moree Plains, Narrabri, Narromine, 

Walgett, Warren, Warrumbungle, and the 
Unincorporated Area.

For more information, visit the Service 
NSW website or call 13 77 88.

FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR REMOTE 
AIRSTRIPS

Anyone who lives in a remote community 
understands how important local airstrips 
are to our way of life, providing critical 
connectivity to larger regional centres 
and access to essential services.

That’s why I’m pleased that the guidelines 
for the next round of the Federal 
Government’s Remote Airstrip Upgrade 
program have been released, with 
applications to open early next month. 

A number of our remote airstrips in the 
Parkes electorate have already benefitted 
from important safety upgrades under 
previous rounds of this funding, and I 
encourage eligible owners and operators 
to look into applying for Round 9, to 
fund improvements such as new lighting, 
navigation systems, runway sealing and 
fencing.

Further details on the program, including 
Round 9 guidelines, are available at https://
business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/
remote-airstrip-upgrade-program

BACKING WOMEN IN STEM

The Federal Government is o�ering grants 
of up to $1 million while also supporting 
new scholarships to support women 
and girls to secure science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) jobs. 

Round four of the Women in STEM and 
Entrepreneurship program opened 
last week with $13 million available to 
strengthen and expand projects that assist 
in removing barriers to STEM for women 
and girls. 

In addition, The Australian Academy of 
Technological Sciences and Engineering 
has been awarded $41.2 million to o�er up 
to 500 university scholarships for women to 
work with industry and bolster their STEM 
qualifications.

For more information about the Women in 
STEM and Entrepreneurship program and 
for details on how to apply for round four 
of the program, visit 
www.business.gov.au/WISE.

COULTON’S CATCH UP
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New South Wales COVID-19 QR check-in codes have been in place for 
over a year, but still cause confusion and frustration for many users. 
Those most disadvantaged by this system are older sections of the 
community who struggle with vison and mobility issues and people 
who do not have access to a smart phone. 

For many the paper sign in alternative provided no relief, with the system 
fraught with problems and complications both customers and business 
owners. 

In August last year in response to this concern, Service NSW introduced 
a plastic COVID-19 check-in card to help anyone without easy access to a 
smartphone to check in at a COVID safe business.

Gwydir Shire Council Library Services Coordinator, Gail Phillpott was 
excited to be able to implement the system at the Bingara and Warialda 
Libraries and said she was pleased to be able to o� er an alternative 
solution to the phone check in. 

“I spoke with a lot of people in the library who felt disadvantaged and 
left out because of the phone check-in system. Most of these were the 
more senior members of our community”.

“When the new check-in card was released, I was quick to embrace it and 
have been supporting our Service NSW branches by assisting community 
members sign up to the new system,” she said.

The check-in card is not only great for seniors, but can also be handy for 
kids, or if you are popping into a shop and don’t want to carry your phone. 

The system is straight forward, and people can register for a card online, 
over the phone, or in person at the Bingara or Warialda Service NSW 
branch. 

As an alternative, sta�  at Gwydir libraires continue to assist people with 
this process. 

An interim paper copy can be printed while a card with a QR code is sent 
in the mail. The card is then scanned at each venue entered. 

All check-in information is registered immediately, in real time, with sta�  
not needing to ensure paper registration details are entered each day. 

The card system has also brought welcomed relief for thousands of small 
businesses who have seen a reduction in paper registrations which need 
to be manually entered at the end of the day.

COVID-19 check-in card 
easing frustration
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WHAT’S ON!
Do you have an upcoming event, meeting or save the date you would like to list? 
Inclusion is free and available for all non-profi t organisations and community 
events. AGM notices welcome. Please note all details are accurate at the time of 
publication, however may be subject to change.
Email: editor@thegwydirnews.com.au
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FEBRUARY 2022
16th Bingara Vision 2020 AGM 

21st Warialda Hospital Auxilary meeting – 2:00pm, 
 Activities Room, Warialda MPS

24th Gwydir Shire Council meeting - 9:00am, Roxy  
 Theatre, Bingara 

24th Bingara Garden Club meeting - 10:00am for   
 10:30am. Bring items for trading table and   
 morning tea. All welcome.  

27th NW Film Club, ‘Ghandi’ - 4:00pm, Roxy   
 Theatre, Bingara

MARCH 2022

4th - 6th Barraba Show - Barraba Showground 

6th Clean Up Australia Day

12th Hollymount Garden Party - Fundraiser   
 11:00am, Hollymount, Warialda Rail

19 - 20th,  Oliver - North West Theatre Company, Roxy

24th Gwydir Shire Council meeting - 9:00am, Roxy  
 Theatre, Bingara
26 - 27th Theatre, Bingara

APRIL 2022
2nd  Warialda Races - Warialda Race Course

3rd NW Film Club, ‘Rams’ - 4:00pm, Roxy Theatre,  
 Bingara

9th Bingara Jockey Club Ball - Roxy Theatra,   
 Bingara

15th Good Friday

16th Easter Saturday

17th  Easter Sunday

18th Easter Monday

24th NW Film Club - ‘Master Cheng’, Roxy Theatre,  
 Bingara

25th  ANZAC Day

28th Gwydir Shire Council meeting - 9:00am, Roxy  
 Theatre, Bingara

28th -  Bingara Country Music Festival - Bingara RSL
1st May

SAVE THE DATE

5 - 7 May Warialda Show - Warialda Showground

7th May  Moree on a Plate

8th May Mothers Day

13 - 15 May Bingara Show - Bingara Showground

21 - 22 May Back to Upper Bingara weekend - Upper   
 Bingara

2nd July  ‘Unleash the Black Dog’ Ball

EACH WEEK

Every U3A Balance ‘n’ Bones
Monday 8:00am–9:00am, 

Bingara Community College

Every Casual Tennis
Thursday 8:30am – $5.00, All ages

Bingara Tennis Courts

Every U3A – Pilates 10:00am – 11:00am,
Saturday Gwydir Health Hub 

KEEP IN TOUCH
@gwydirnews

Subscriptions and Enquiries:
editor@thegwydirnews.com.au

Advertising:
sales@thegwydirnews.com.au

Postal Address:
Locked Bag 5, Bingara, NSW, 2404

Telephone: 0436 934 099

Distribution: 14 February, 14 March, 11 
April

Deadlines for submissions:
1st each month
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COPETON DAM LEVELS
Percent Full: 96.50%

Current Volume: 1, 283,916 megalitres

Church 
Notices
ANGLICAN CHURCH

Bingara: Worship at St John’s Anglican 
Parish, Bingara – Sunday 9:30am

Warialda: St Simon and St Jude 
Anglican Church, Warialda - Every 
Sunday - 9:30am

Coolatai: First Sunday each month - 
3:30pm

Minister Steve Cimarosti, can be 
contacted on 6729 1501

CATHOLIC CHURCH

PARISHES WEEKEND MASS 
SCHEDULES

Warialda: Saturday – 6:00pm, 
4th weekend – 10:00am

Delungra: Sundays – 10:00am, 
4th weekend – 6:00pm

Bingara: Every Sunday – 8:00am

WEEKDAY MASSES

Warialda: 1st and 3rd weeks,
 Mass 9:00am. 

Bingara: 2nd and 4th weeks, Rosary 
9:30am/Mass 10:00am

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, 
Thanksgiving and Family Mass:  
By appointment 02 6729 1116

UNITING CHURCH

Inverell Uniting Church’s services 
are livestreamed at 9:00am on the 
Inverell Uniting Church Family private 
Facebook Group. These services are 
also recorded for later viewing – 
please search and join.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Bingara: Scots Presbyterian Church 
is open for worship at 10:00am every 
Sunday. Sunday School to be held 
each week.

Warialda: St Stephen’s Presbyterian 
Church has weekly worship services 
each Sunday at 10:00am. Observation 
of strict social distancing and masks is 
mandatory. All welcome.

If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful; 
He cannot deny Himself.  2 Timothy 3.12
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GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL
MEETING DATES

MEETINGS HELD 9:00AM ON
THE LAST THURSDAY EACH MONTH

FEBRUARY 24

MARCH 24

APRIL 28

MAY 26

JUNE 23

JULY 28

AUGUST 25

SEPTEMBER 29

IN MEMORIUM

“It’s sad to walk the road alone 
instead of side by side.

But there comes a moment when 
the ways of life divide.

You gave us years of happiness, 
then came sorrow and tears, 

But you left us beautiful memories 
we will treasure through the 

years.”

Always Remembered by your 
children:
Deborah and Craig

COOPER & SMITH OPTOMETRISTS
Moree and Goondiwindi

Next visits to Warialda are on 2nd and 30th March
For appointments, contact the Warialda Medical Centre on 6729 1520
Next visits to Bingara are on 3rd and 31st March
For appointments, contact the Bingara Medical Centre on 6724 1900

MEETINGS
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Gwydir CLASSIFIEDS

Every U3A - Pilates 10:00am-11:00am,
Saturday Gwydir Health Hub

Every U3A Balance ‘n’ Bones
Monday 8:00am-9:00am, 

Bingara Community College
EACH WEEK
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Gwydir CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISE HERE – Email sales@thegwydirnews.com.au or phone 0436 934 099.
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Gwydir CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISE HERE – Email sales@thegwydirnews.com.au or phone 0436 934 099.
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Gwydir SPORTS

LOCAL RIDER FEATURES 
IN ABCRA TEAM
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Congratulations to Upper Horton’s Joey Latham on his inclusion 
in the ABCRA’s National Campdraft Council of Australia team 
membership for 2022.

After three rounds, Joey’s total score of 184.5 points was enough to 
place 10th in the highly prized event.

Supporting the Starlight Children’s Foundation, the Champion Rider 
event featured at the 2022 Nutrien Classic Campdraft held from 
27 January to 6 February.

Joey was selected with his horse, ‘Eighty Acres JessIca’ and joined 
fellow members including Barraba’s Jarrod Hannaford and ‘Dealer’, 
Bernie McMaugh and Kirkby’s Stud ‘Elvis’, Ben Tapp and EBL 
‘Acres of Roses’, Carolyn Burnes and Darlea Tapping ‘Fortisssimo’, 
along with Jessie Britton and ‘TRD’ as this year’s Team ABCRA.

PLAYERS doing battle in one of the State’s longest-running bush 
tennis tournaments will have to adapt to di�erent playing surfaces 
this year, with Northern Tablelands MP, Adam Marshall announcing 
a $178,522 State Government grant to install two new synthetic 
tennis courts at the Bingara Sporting Club.

Mr Marshall said for the first time in its 86-year history the Bingara 
Bush Bash tennis tournament, held on the June long weekend, would 
be part played on synthetic courts.

“Tennis has an incredibly rich and deep history in the Gwydir Valley, 
with many of the region’s best having played on one of the Bingara 
Sporting Club’s eight clay courts,” Mr Marshall said. 

“While the courts have stood the test of time they don’t quite meet the 
standards of the modern game, requiring hours of preparation work 
and being highly sensitive to wet weather.

“This funding aims to give the club flexibility with play by transitioning 
two clay courts to high-quality synthetic surfaces.

“Not only do synthetic courts drain better after a shower of rain, they 
are also kinder to your joints and limbs, absorbing impact better than 
hard clay courts. 

“Just two new courts will be a game changer for Bingara Sporting Club, 
encouraging older players back for a match, giving options to expand 
weekly social completions and enticing new entrants to the Bingara 
Bush Bash.” 

Bingara Sporting Club Tennis Section President, Jan Miller said she 
hoped synthetic courts would help to grow junior player numbers.

“Bingara has always had a large junior tennis section but unfortunately 
numbers have declined over time,” Ms Miller said.

“Our committee is trying to rebuild the junior ranks and over the last 

few years has hosted camps in school holidays and the ‘Hot Shots 
Program’ for the young beginners.”

“While these are popular, we are restricted with what can be delivered 
by having only clay courts.”

“They require lots of preparation work including spraying, weeding, 
rolling, bagging and line-marking – all of which is time consuming and 
requires many hours of volunteer time.”

“Once our new courts are complete the upkeep and maintenance will 
be minimal, allowing us to put more time into the remaining four clay 
courts and playing the sport we love.”

“Also, having synthetic courts playable all year round means members 
of the public will be able to book a hit with friends at their leisure.”   

“It is my hope that work will be underway by March 2022 and the new 
surface will be down in time for next year’s Bingara Bush Bash.”

“We thank Adam and the State Government for their support in 
making the Bingara Sporting Club such a fantastic community facility.”

$178,552 COURTS 
UPGRADE AN ACE FOR 
BINGARA JUNIOR TENNIS

A $178,522 State Government grant to install two new synthetic tennis courts at Bingara 
Sporting Club will increase participation in the game, with Sporting Club members Steve 
Adams, left, Peter Houlihan, Don Richardson, Kathryn Egan, Dianne Richardson, Northern 

Tablelands MP Adam Marshall, Tony Miller, Brooke Wall, Nicole Dixon, Julie Reddan and 
Children Addison Dixon, Rainbow Dixon, Abby Reddan, Willow Reddan and Archer

Upper Horton’s Joey Latham , second from left, rode for Team ABCRA at the recent 
Nutrien Classic Campdraft
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To receive your monthly digital copy of The Gwydir News delivered FREE to your inbox every month 
contact us at: editor@thegwydirnews.com.au or phone 0436 934 099.

Not one to make a fuss, local man Kevin Bell, chose a unique way 
to celebrate his 70th birthday recently, swimming 70 laps of the 
town’s Olympic swimming pool.

3,500m following the black line was a push beyond his normal daily 
tally of 30-40 laps, which he does mostly seven days per week, week-
in week-out during the summer swimming season.

In an e�ort to overcome a shoulder injury and avoid seeing a doctor 
some 15 years ago, Mr Bell took up swimming laps. 

Initially an arduous task, he says he was stretched to finish three laps 
when he first began.

“When I first kicked o�, I was flat out doing two laps and I just 
increased gradually,” he said. 

The idea for the unique way to celebrate eventuated after a mate said 
that he had just had a milestone birthday and memorably swum to 
mark the occasion. 

“I thought that sounded like a good idea, and gave it some more 
thought. I just figured I’d have a go, and that’s how it all came about.”

Mr Bell initially wondered if he would be able to go the distance, but 
with a bit of encouragement and training he says he felt much better 
about the task.

“I couldn’t do it every day,” he said. “30 laps is just a nice number. 
Some days, if I’m feeling alright and I don’t have to rush, I might do 
40, it just depends how I feel.”

Not one to seek the limelight, having achieved his target, Mr Bell’s 
birthday celebrations remained low-key.

70 laps the fittest way 
to celebrate 70 years

Above: Mr Ken Bell chose a unique way to celebrate a big birthday

WARIALDA SWIMMERS 
GOING THE DISTANCE 
FOR SICK KIDS

Warialda swimmers are lining up for laps at the local pool 
this February after signing on to raise money in the Starlight 
Children’s Foundation of Australia Super Swim. 

The town’s team of young swimmers is participating in the charity 
Challenge to swim as far as they can for sick kids.

From 1 February through to 28 February 2022, Australia’s favourite 
virtual swim challenge aims to raise $3 million to help deliver 
happiness to over 76,000 sick kids.

Every minute of every day a child is admitted to hospital in 
Australia. What comes next for thousands of children is a 
lifechanging diagnosis - many facing months on end of treatment 
and hospital stays.

With recent periods of uncertainty and social isolation, it is a 
reminder that children and families who manage serious illness 
face this every day.

Starlight CEO, Louise Baxter said: “Starlight has been there for sick 
kids throughout the challenges of the past two years. Only with the 
help of the community can we continue to be there for sick kids 
when they need it most.

“Every dollar spent on our vital services must first be raised by the 
generosity of the community. As little as $39 will give a sick child 
access to our vital hospital services.

The group has already smashed their fundraising target of $750. 
Just one week into the Super Swim they had already surpassed 
the $2000 mark. Anyone wishing to donate to support the 
challenge can visit they Starlight Super Swim page at 
https://superswim.org.au/t/warialda-swimmers.

Warialda super-swimmers are taking on the thin black line in an e�ort to raise money 
for the Starlight Childrens Foundation




